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As we enter 2022, as we move through the season of Epiphany, and as we 
enter yet another year and phase of COVID-19, I find this blessing from 
United Methodist minister, author, and artist Jan Richardson, particularly 
meaningful. Many of us in the Olivet community have weathered 
challenges that have impacted us personally in addition to the massive 
impact of the pandemic and the strife in our country and around the 
world. For these trying times, and for those in need of strength, solace, 
and comfort, I offer this blessing, and pray it ennobles your soul. 
 
Peace, Grace, and Hope for the Journey 
Pastor Coletta 

A Blessing for Epiphany  
For Those Who Have Far to Travel 

Jan Richardson 
If you could see the journey whole, you might never undertake it, might never dare the first step that 
propels you from the place you have known toward the place you know not. Call it on 
e of the mercies of the road: that we see it only by stages as it opens before us, as it comes into our 
keeping, step by single step. There is nothing for it but to go, and by our going take the vows the 
pilgrim takes: to be faithful to the next step; to rely on more than the map; to heed the signposts of 
intuition and dream; to follow the star that only you will recognize; to keep an open eye for the 
wonders that attend the path; to press on beyond distractions, beyond fatigue, beyond what would 
tempt you from the way. There are vows that only you will know: the secret promises for your 
particular path and the new ones you will need to make when the road is revealed by turns you 
could not have foreseen. Keep them, break them, make them again; each promise becomes part of 
the path, each choice creates the road that will take you to the place where at last you will kneel to 
offer the gift most needed— the gift that only you can give— before turning to go home by another 
way. 

From  

Pastor 

Coletta 

Valentine’s Cards 

 
Would you like to share some love this Valentine’s Day? Stop by the church to pick up a packet of 
materials to make your very own Valentines. Packets will be available until February 13th or until we run 
out. You may also grab an up-to-date directory so that you can mail your cards to all of your Olivet 
beloveds! 
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MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Amanda Durbak, Joe Reeder, Barbara Fitzgerald,  
Dennis Bettenhausen, Kim Amiot, Inge Decker, 
Kendall Enright, Tony Keel, Chalen Jackson, Bob Broz, 
Jere Gilles  
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  
Reverend Hannah Ryan, Reverend Coletta 
Eichenberger, Diane Bartley, Ken Bartley, Dorothy 
Grant, Sarah Frost, David Mast, Ginny Edgar, Julia 
Jackson,  
 
CALL TO ORDER:   
Amanda Durbak at 7:05 @A 
Opening Prayer offered by Coletta Eichenberger. 
 
GOVERNANCE:  
The minutes from the November meeting had been 
emailed to the members prior to the meeting Bob 
Broz moved to accept the minutes as presented, 
second by Inge Decker.  Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer's Report:   
Diane Bartley sent out reports via email prior to the 
meeting for review. Prepaid ministry pledges are 
increased this month as some members have prepaid 
for next year.  Unrestricted cash on hand is a negative 
amount.  We keep a four month ministry reserve 
based on the year’s budget.  Our giving is not 
covering all of the expenses, so approximately $7,700 
from that fund has been used as of the end of 
November.  Budget-to-actual report shows that in 
November we were in the negative by approximately 
$2,000 with a note that the $1,000 old church rent 
was not received in November.  Year to date we are 
almost $18,000 in the red.   Motion to approve the 
report as presented by Inge Decker, second by Bob 
Broz.  Motion passed. 
 
Finance Committee Report:   
Ken Bartley presented the finance report.  November 
identified giving was the third best month of the year.  
Compared to November 2020, the giving was up 6 %, 
or $1,311.  However, we did not get a rent check and 
our expenses were more than our revenue.   
 

Fifty shares of both the growth fund and value fund 
were purchased in November, unfortunately the 
market went down afterwards primarily due to the 
Omicron variant. Even so, the unrealized gains since 
March are $4,127. With the market correction and 
future projections, the finance committee 
recommends purchasing another 50 shares of the 
IUSG fund, but not any more of the value fund until it 
is around $71 per share.  The fifty shares of IUSG fund 
will cost $5,550 and will be transferred from the 
MoneyLink account which has a current balance of 
$88,239.61. We currently have $34,327 in the stock 
market. Motion to buy 50 shares of the IUSG fund by 
Joe Reeder, second by Jerry Gilles.   Motion passed.   
 
In January they will be mailing out giving statements 
with a generosity cover letter and commitment cards 
to the ministry fund. When the finance reports are 
completed for the year, we will be one step closer to 
potentially refinancing the mortgage loan.    
 
 
MINISTER’S REPORT: 
Rev. Ryan:  
Reverend Ryan was unable to attend the meeting, 
she provided a report that was read by Amanda 
Durbak. 
 Reverend Ryan continues to lead and participate in 
Youth Group and Bible Study.  She started a Worship 
& Wonder program for preschoolers and early 
elementary-aged children that has had steady 
participation throughout Advent and will continue to 
meet in January after a short break for the holidays. 
 
Several people gathered to adorn the sanctuary for 
Advent & Christmas on November 27th, big thanks to 
Justin Walensky (Worship Chair) for organizing the 
event and for organizing Advent candle lighters. 
Coletta and Reverend Ryan recorded a virtual Visio 
Divina service for December 12th. They offered our 
4th annual Blue Christmas service on December 20th. 
Several people joined online.  Resources from A 
Sanctified Art were used  to put together an at-home 
service for December 26th, which will allow our staff 
to celebrate the holidays with their families. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Olivet Church Board Meeting - December 20, 2021, 7:00 34 
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Olivet Church Board Meeting continued 

 
Reverend Ryan  attended a webinar on December 
2nd with the Borderlands Institute on Justice and 
Migration. She also attended a Bethany Fellows 
Retreat November 16-19 for recent alums. They 
learned about “Eco-Grief” and evidence-based 
compassion. She will be taking vacation December 29
-January 3. 
 
Reverend Ryan thanks the off-going Board members 
who she says have been thoughtful, faithful 
leadership throughout many trials and changes and 
for demonstrating “being Church” so beautifully. 
 
Rev. Eichenberger:   
Reverend Eichenberger has been engaged with Rev 
Ryan with worship, they are continuing with Advent 
planning, and recorded a sermon for December 12 
because the choir cantata could not be recorded.  
They held the Blue Christmas service which had a 
small attendance, but was very meaningful for the 
people who came. The two Christmas Eve services are 
coming up and they are looking forward to that.   
Reverend Eichenberger conferred with Amanda 
Durbak and Rev Ryan about putting together the 
group that will do brainstorming as a follow-up to 
Ron Gaus’ presentation about using our facilities for 
both earning income and serving the community.  
She has also started  reaching out to facilitators for 
the board retreat. Reverend Eichenberger thanked 
the board for staying strong and leading this year. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Search and Call Update:   
Joe Reeder gave a brief overview of the current status 
of calling a new minister.  
 
Board Officers:  
Amanda Durbak presented a slate of Board officers 
for the upcoming year. Candidates include Joe 

Reeder for chair, Vickie Spain for vice chair, and Barb 
Fitzgerald for secretary.  Bob Broz made a motion to 
accept the slate as presented.  Second by Inge 
Decker.  Motion passed. 
 
Dream Team: 
Amanda Durbak, Rev Eichenberger, and Rev Ryan 
met to discuss creating a committee to help envision 
the possibilities of better utilizing our space to be 
more efficient, produce income, and help the 
community.  This group has currently been coined as 
the Dream Team.  As the envisioning phase 
progresses and evolves, new members with new 
expertise may be brought on board.  Currently 
Barbara Wolf, David Mast, and John Cunning have 
agreed to be on this committee and more potential 
members are in the works.   
 
Board Retreat: 
Reverend Ryan suggests for the board retreat, we 
identify 2-3 potential dates along the lines of several 
hours on a Saturday mid to late January or in 
February. The retreat will be offsite to encourage 
more out of the box thinking. A poll email will be sent 
out to the board to select dates.    
 
Security System Update:  
The security system has been installed.  The final step 
is to set up a date for an hour-long training session 
after January 4th.  The company will be providing the 
training, if anyone is interested in being included in 
the training, please let Rev. Ryan know; they would 
like to have 2-3 people in addition to Becky Teacutter 
and Reverend Ryan.   
 
A motion to adjourn by Joe Reeder 
Meeting adjourned at 8:08 @A 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kendall Enright 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Our Advent theme carries over into the new year. With friends or family, explore state parks, conservation 
areas, museums, and historic sites “close to home”. Try something new each month to gain a deeper 
appreciation of God’s good creation and our responsibilities for care and stewardship. 

Facility Name Activities Dates 

Anywhere  visit web site for more info  
https://www.audubon.org/

conservation/join-christmas-bird-
count 

Christmas Bird Count 
December 14, 2021 - 

January 5, 2022 

Most state parks  
(call park for details) 

First Day Hikes January 1, 2022 

Little Dixie Lake  
Conservation Area 

fishing, hunting, bird watching, hiking   

Rock Bridge Memorial State Park 
Hiking, mountain biking, orienteering,  

picnicking, bird watching 
  

Three Creeks  
Conservation Area 

birdwatching, camping (primitive),  
fishing, hunting, hiking 

  

Rocky Fork Lakes  
Conservation Area 

fishing, boating, hunting, birdwatching,  
hiking, shooting range 

  

Finger Lakes State Park 
ORV, camping, swimming,  

fishing, hiking, canoeing/kayaking, picnicking 
  

Eagle Bluffs  
Conservation Area 

camping (primitive, boat-in along Missouri River), 
fishing, hunting, bird watching, hiking 

  

Big Muddy National Fish and Wildlife 
Refuge 

hunting, fishing, bird watching   

Overton Bottoms  
Conservation Area 

hunting, fishing, bird watching   

Missouri State  
Museum 

culture and natural history  
exhibits, capitol tours 

  

Rudolf Bennett  
Conservation Area 

camping (primitive), fishing, hunting, bird  
watching, hiking, shooting range 

  

Arrow Rock State  
Historical Site 

Visitor center, historic building tours, food ser-
vice at historic J Huston Tavern, camping,  
picnicking, bird watching, Lyceum Theater  

productions 

  

Close to Home Activities 
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The Food Pantries in Central Missouri and Boone 
County are always in need of assistance. The list 
below contains suggestions for donations. Items 
donated in the first quarter of 2022 will go to Russell 
Chapel Food Pantry. Place your items in the 
Food Pantry area of the Fellowship Hall. 

• canned vegetables – green beans, corn, 
spinach, peas, mixed vegetables, sweet 
potatoes 

• boxed potatoes – dried potato mixes, mashed 
potatoes 

• noodles, rice 

• pickles, relish, mustard, ketchup, 
 mayonnaise 

• crackers 

• instant pudding mix 

• canned milk – regular or evaporated 

February Food Pantry Needs 

Columbia CROP Hunger WALK 2021 tops out at 
$20,555.66! 

 
As of November 15, 2021, we reported a total of 
$20,305.66.  By the end of December our WALK had 
raised a record amount:  $20,555.66 
 
Olivet members and friends donated $2,923.27 in 
2021, as compared to $2,235 in 2020 – a 31% 
increase. Thank you! Our congratulations to 
Columbia United Church of Christ which was the  Top 
Fundraiser 2021 - $4,291.75. Our local WALK is truly 
ecumenical and interfaith including, over time, Hindu, 
Jewish, Muslim, Unitarian Universalist, Bahai’, and 
Christian congregants as well as persons and groups 
not associated with a faith community. This year 

many participating groups also increased their 
fundraising by double digit percentages as compared 
to 2020, making support for our local food partners 
and Church World Service stronger than ever.   
 
Our local CROP WALK Treasurer and Olivet’s own 
Linda Reed Brown was recognized by Church World 
Service as an exceptional volunteer for her work with 
our Columbia WALK.   
 
Save the Date:  Columbia CROP Hunger WALK 2022 
- Sunday, September 18th, 
Stephens Lake Park 
 
Thank you all so much for your 
continued generous support!   

Columbia CROP Walk Update 

In 2021, 96.4 million people watched the Super Bowl. 
Over 5.4 million Americans utilize food banks each 
week and face difficult decisions to ensure their 
families have sufficient food. What if everyone who 
watched the Super Bowl donated just one can of 
food or one dollar to a local food charity? 
 
On Sunday, February 13th Olivet’s Youth will be 
hosting a Souper Bowl of Caring food drive. On the 

weekend of the big game, bring 
canned and non-perishable food 
items to the church to be donated to 
The Food Bank for Central & 
Northeast Missouri and help 
neighbors in need. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
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Our annual Olivet Chicken BBQ will be JUNE 11, 2022. 
It was previously stated as June 18, but a scheduling 
conflict has occurred, and the BBQ Committee has 
agreed to change the date. This means all you dads 
and father-like role models will have a relaxing 
Father's Day weekend. 
 
Like last year, this will be a drive-thru only event. And, 
due to the high cost of mutton and other factors, we 
will only serve chicken and sides, and, of course, pies.  
 
How can you help? 
1)  Mark JUNE 11 on your calendars now, and let 

your family and friends know the date has 
changed. 

2)  Be willing and available to help on JUNE 11. 
3) Not sure if you are on a committee? Please 

contact Lori or Chris Valleroy, and we will find a 
job for you. 

 
A successful BBQ depends on everyone being willing 
to help. Our BBQ funds help worthy local causes and 
the mission of Olivet Church. Thanks to all of you for 
your support!! 
 
Lori Valleroy 573-808-5129 
Chris Valleroy 573-239-8887 
valleroycl@gmail.com 

The BBQ Date has Changed! 

Dear Olivet Christian Church, 
We would like to thank the church for the beautiful 
poinsettia. It ha been a rough year concerning our 
health. My hope is to get healthy enough to return in 
person someday soon. Again thank you! 

Steve Huffman 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Dear Olivet Congregation 
Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia. I’m thinking of 
all the cards I have received, visits, food, and all you 
have done to encourage me this past year. And how 
the lovely flowers to brighten my living at Christmas 
and it is still beautiful. Thank you again for your 
generosity and prayers.  

Mary Cervinka 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 

Thank you so much for my beautiful poinsettia at 
Christmas time. My family and I sure have enjoyed it. 
God bless you 

Inge 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Dear Olivet, 
We spend a great deal of time thanking God for you. 
You have repeatedly demonstrated your grace and 
compassion and love for this community and beyond. 
This time it’s personal. Thank you again for your ever-
generous Christmas gifts to the staff. We cannot 
express how much joy it gives me to be able to be 
Church with you! 
 
Peace and gratitude, 
Rev. Hannah 

Thank you! 

Olivet has traditionally held our annual Rummage 
Sale in the early spring. With Covid numbers being so 
high, it has been decided to postpone the Rummage 
Sale until a later time in 2022. This means we do plan 

to have a sale this year (Save your 
stuff!) but we do not have a have a 
date set at this time (Do not bring 
your stuff to the church yet!).  

Rummage Sale Updates 
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February Olivet Activities & Events 

Wednesday, February 2 
Groundhog Day 
Choir is temporarily suspended 
 
Sunday, February 6  
5th Sunday after Epiphany 
9:00 TA Ecological Spirituality/Theology Class 
Worship & Wonder (Temporarily Suspended) 
10:30 TA In-person & Drive-in Worship 
3:00 @A  Worship posted to YouTube 
3:30 @A  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, February 7 
12:00 @A Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 @A  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
4:30 @A  Loaves & Fishes  
 
Wednesday, February 9 
Choir is temporarily suspended 
 
Sunday, February 13 
6th Sunday after Epiphany 
Souper Bowl of Caring 
9:00 TA Ecological Spirituality/Theology Class 
Worship & Wonder (Temporarily Suspended) 
10:30 TA In-person & Drive-in Worship 
3:00 @A  Worship posted to YouTube 
3:30 @A  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, February 14 
Valentine’s Day 
12:00 @A Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 @A  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, February 16 
Newsletter Articles Due 

Choir is temporarily suspended 
 
Sunday, February 20 
7th Sunday after the Epiphany 
Week of Compassion Special Offering 
9:00 TA Ecological Spirituality/Theology Class 
Worship & Wonder (Temporarily Suspended) 
10:30 TA In-person & Drive-in Worship 
3:00 @A  Worship posted to YouTube 
3:30 @A  Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, February 21 
Presidents’ Day 
12:00 @A Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 @A  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
7:00 @A  Board Meeting  
 
Wednesday, February 23 
Newsletters Mailed 
Choir is temporarily suspended 
 
Saturday, February 26 
8:00 TA  Board Retreat 
 
Sunday, February 27 
Transfiguration Sunday 
Week of Compassion Special Offering 
9:00 TA Ecological Spirituality/Theology Class  
Worship & Wonder (Temporarily Suspended) 
10:30 TA In-person & Drive-in Worship 
3:00 @A  Worship posted to YouTube 
3:30 @A Youth Group (Zoom) 
 
Monday, February 28 
12:00 @A Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 @A  Staff Mtg. (Zoom) 
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Seeds & Sprouts 
Sunday, April 24 

 

Annual Float Trip 
Friday - Saturday 

August 12 -14 

Board Retreat 
Saturday, February 26 

8:00 /0 - 12:00 10 
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