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THANKSGIVING DINNER IS COMING! 
(at last, it’s back) 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

 
Reminder that your free-will donation for the Thanksgiving Dinner purchases the 
poinsettias distributed at Christmas and the food vouchers for our adopted family 

Christmas dinners. 

Help Wanted: Worship Greeters 
 
As we continue to assess our current volunteer needs and the ways in which we offer 
welcome and hospitality at Olivet, we find that we need Sunday morning worship greet-
ers. These individuals will arrive at the church around 9:30 on Sunday morning to greet 
people as they arrive, offer a word of welcome, hand out bulletins and communion, and 

assist visitors in finding their way around the building. (Over the last few months, “Deacons” and “Ushers” 
have filled this role, but Worship Committee believes these roles have served their pandemic-purposes for the 
moment.) You may sign up to serve as a greeter by signing up on the sheet near the front door or by contact-
ing Marilyn Brown.  
 
Also, we can always use new A/V helpers. If you are interested in learning about our A/V system and how to 
run the sound booth and worship projections, please contact Rev. Hannah. 

At some point during the pandemic, we all got a little bit bored; we all got a little bit lonely; 
we all felt a little bit of cabin fever. And so, what did we do? We picked up a new hobby (or 
two or three)! On Sunday, November 20th, you are invited to showcase your “Covid Craft.” 
Perhaps you became adept at making sourdough bread. Maybe you taught yourself how to 
knit or spent your time crafting homemade cards. Maybe you watched YouTube videos and 
learned some watercolor techniques, whittling, or taxidermy. In lieu of our annual Art Sunday, 
Olivet’s Worship Committee invites you to bring samples of your work—good, bad, and 

everything in between—to share with the congregation. Tables will be set up in the Fellowship Hall for you to 
display your works of art. You may bring your items during the week prior to November 20th or arrive at 9:30 
on Sunday to arrange your display. We’ll share and rejoice and what we have created! 
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The Food Pantries in Central 
Missouri and Boone County 
are always in need of 
assistance. The list below 
contains suggestions for 
donations. Items donated in 
the third quarter of 2022 will go to Central Missouri Food 
Pantry. Place your items in the Food Pantry area of the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
 canned vegetables – green beans, corn, spinach, peas, 

mixed vegetables, sweet potatoes 
 boxed potatoes – dried potato mixes, mashed potatoes 
 noodles, rice 
 pickles, relish, mustard, ketchup, mayonnaise 
 crackers 
 instant pudding mix 
 canned milk – regular or evaporated 

The date for the 2023 Annual 
Chicken BBQ has been set for 

Saturday, June 10.  
Mark your calendars now & 
begin considering how you 

can volunteer to help.  
Many hands make light work! 

Please join us for Coffee and 
Fellowship on Sundays at 9:30 AM. We 
will have coffee, kids drinks, and 
refreshments and of course great 
conversations! Hope to see you there!! 
If you would like assist with coffee 
fellowship, serving and/or baking 
please contact Rockie Alden 
at mjralden@yahoo.com or 573-999-
9239.  

November Food Bank Needs 

Don’t forget to set your clocks back  

1 hour before you go to bed 

Saturday, November 5th! 

Wednesday, November 16th 

 

If you would like to be removed from 
our newsletter mailing list, please let 
us know. If you would like to change 
the way you receive the newsletter 
via email or being notified via email 

when we upload to our website, please let us know. Contact 
Becky if you would like to make any of these changes at 

olivetcc.office@gmail.com or 573-442-0336 
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The Olivet Christian Church board meeting was 
called to order at 7:01 p.m. by President, Joe 
Reeder. Reverend Hannah Ryan opened the 
meeting with a prayer. 
 
Board Members Present: 
Joe Reeder, Vickie Spain, Barbara Fitzgerald, Ginny 
Edgar, Inge Decker, Jere Gilles, Tony Keel, Kim 
Amiot, Nancy Foss, Dennis Bettenhausen, Julia 
Jackson, Sarah Frost, Melissa Robinson, David Mast. 
 
Staff Present:  
Reverend Natalie Dixon Crewell and Reverend 
Hannah Ryan 
 
Others Present: 
Treasurer, Diane Bartley and Finance Committee 
Chairperson, Kenneth Bartley 
 
The August 2022 Minutes were reviewed. Inge 
Decker made a motion to approve minutes as 
presented. Vickie Spain seconded the motion. The 
motion passed. 
 
Financial Statements  
Diane Bartley, Treasurer presented the August 
2022. Diane noted the $500 expense for event 
planning. These will be documented under 
Memorial where they are being borrowed from the 
Vemer Fund. Since there is a $5000 cap on this, she 
is tracking them there. Kim Amiot made a motion 
to approve financial statements as presented.   
Ginny Edgar seconded the motion. The motion 
passed. These will be the financial statements also 
presented at the Annual Meeting   
 
Ken Bartley presented the Finance Committee 
Report. Ken noted that August had the lowest 
revenue amount for the year. He also noted that 
was not unusual following a high income month 
and also for this time of year.  Our prepaid pledges 
total was $32,552.67 for this month. 
 
2023 Proposed Budget 
Ken Bartley presented the 2023 Proposed Budget 
which will be presented at the Annual Meeting in 

October. The total budget is $388,266.80. There is a 
10.2 % increase over the last year. As a reflection on 
this budget, Ken noted that we are living into the 
co-minister model with this budget. We have 
envisioned this model.  We prayed about it and 
after a long journey, we have now arrived.    
 
This budget does not include $4000 to Bethany 
Fellows which was part of a condition of Hannah’s 
employment. Hannah has completed the program.   
Ken noted it was a good program and perhaps we 
could consider it in the future through the 
Outreach budget.  Outreach is the same amount for 
2023.  Human Resources has an increase of 13.7 % 
or a $30,584.76 increase which reflects Natalie’s full 
year of compensation. There was also a correction 
or adjustment on Hannah’s pension. 
 
There was a question on why housing expenses 
were not the same per each minister. Hannah 
explained that for tax purposes they make an 
individual choice of how much of their salary goes 
into housing allowance. 
             
Kim Amiot asked a question about the childcare 
total, since we have not employed a nursery worker 
since March 2020.This might change at a later date, 
so we are continuing to include this line item. 
 
There was a 5% increase in Property expense, which 
is the anticipated higher winter fuel expense.   
Worship budget remains the same as 2022. 
Sustainable Living asked for a budget for the first 
time.  That amount is $250.00. 
 
David Mast made a motion to accept the 2023 
Ministry Budget as Proposed for $388,266.60. 
 
Kim Amiot seconded the motion. The motion 
passed. 
 
Minister Reports 
Reverend Hannah Ryan reported a busy month 
starting with Blessing of the Backpacks. Hannah 
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expressed her appreciation for those lay leaders 
who helped serve during worship while Natalie 
presided and preached online on September 4.  
The Ice Cream Fall Kick-Off was great fun with an 
estimated attendance of 55-60 people. Two new 
book studies are planned for Fall for Adult studies.  
The Visioning Team was commissioned in the 
September 11 Church Service. Hannah will be 
taking an online course about framing immigration 
issues within the church’s perspective. Advent 
planning is underway, and she and Natalie have 
agreed  to use the Sanctified Art resources again 
this year. This year the theme is Generation to 
Generation. 
 
Reverend Natalie Dixon Crewell reported that she is 
experiencing the way we work together in the 
“Olivet Way” of doing things.  She reports that her 
children deemed the Ice Cream Social as the best 
night of their lives! Natalie noted that  yesterday 
(September 18) was her first Sunday in-person at 
Worship at Olivet. Even though she has been in 
worship as a minister for many years, it all felt 
brand new yesterday. Hannah and Natalie have 
been working out a schedule and it is so nice to 
have a partner. Natalie has suspended her ‘Let’s 
Chat Time” for a little while. This is as she ramps up 
to full time and is taking on more responsibilities.  
The pet blessing is coming up on October 1. Her 
installation and the installation of Hannah in her 
new co-minister position will take place at the end 
of October. Natalie ended on a joyful note that she 
is alive and is happy!  (Board note...so are we!!) 
 
Vision Team met. They are split up into teams 
working on demographics, denomination identity, 
and a congregational survey. The survey may be 
distributed at Annual Meeting. Please keep praying 
for the team. 
 
Kim Amiot gave a brief report on the Dream Team.  
The multipurpose room has been painted.  Couches 
have been moved to locations where they will be 
used.  We met with ALE, the event coordinator and 

started some of the paperwork.  A $500 Jump Start 
Fee was paid. They are working on figuring out a 
link to a webpage as our web language/code 
seems to be outdated. They are at a point that they 
are ready to let people know about these facilities. 
John Cunning has agreed to be the point person 
for the whole Dream Team. They have had 3 recent 
inquiries about 2023 weddings. 
 
Barb Fitzgerald stated that the Nominating 
Committee has met and are pursuing replacing 7 
board members and 1 trustee. We might also try to 
add a second youth representative, if possible. We 
have four people recruited. We have three more 
pending requests. It is challenging right now to find 
eligible candidates. Candidates cannot be related 
to current board members and there must be a two
-year lapse in terms between service. We have a 
reduced population from which to recruit. We will 
need to have the board vote on this slate by email 
prior to announcing slate October 2. We have 
another meeting planned on September 28, if 
necessary. 
 
Joe Reeder talked about proposing a constitutional 
amendment to reduce the size of the board. The 
board is currently at 16 members. Discussion 
followed about effectiveness of various board sizes 
and also difficulty in finding this many people to 
serve during this time period.  Julia Jackson made a 
motion to reduce the size of the board to 12 
people. Nancy Foss seconded the motion. The 
motion passed.  Joe noted that this change may 
need to be made gradually. 
 
This proposed constitutional amendment will be 
read by the Nominating Committee after the Slate 
of Offices on October 2, October 9, and to be voted 
on by the congregation at the Annual Meeting on 
October 16.. 
 
History of Olivet 
Joe Reeder noted that Bob Broz stated that the 
history of Olivet had not been updated since 1989.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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Suggestions were that Joe appoint a committee 
and perhaps include Bob Broz in that committee as 
well as others who are familiar with Olivet history. 
 
Annual Meeting format was discussed regarding 
doing a Zoom meeting or an In- person meeting. It 
was decided to hold a daytime annual meeting with 
a light lunch following the church service with the 
annual meeting to take place after the lunch.  
Program Council Chair, Vickie Spain, noted that 
they had discussed this as well. 
 
An item not on the agenda was brought up by 
David Mast. That was the situation with the Old 
Church. We are receiving only $500 a month in 
rent, when it is supposed to be $1000.00 per 
month. No growth is being seen at that church, so 
not sure how they will pay $1000.00 per month.  
We have had considerable costs on repairs for the 
church over those last few years. We need to 
consider whether to put up the Old Church for sale, 
which would require Congregational Approval. A 
lengthy discussion followed, but it was determined 
that we did not have enough information to 
prepare for any type of vote at this annual meeting. 
There were a variety of views and suggestions, and 
the conclusion was that more information is 
needed before presenting to the congregation. We 

may have to hold a special meeting just for this 
purpose at a later time. David Mast moved to 
adjourn the meeting. Julia Jackson seconded the 
motion. The meeting adjourned at 8:26  p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara L. Fitzgerald, Secretary 
 
In addition an emailed vote to approve the 
Nominating Committee Slate of Officers was sent 
out for a board vote.  The vote passed with all votes 
received  in the affirmative. 
 
Slate of Nominees follows: 
 
Board Member Nominees, for 3 year terms. 
Marty Albrecht 
Karen Broz 
Gabrielle Comstock 
Chris Valleroy 
 
Trustee, for 5 year terms 
Chester Edwards 
 
Honorary Elders 
Fred Martz 
Luke Youngman 
 
Proposed Amendment already approved by board 
during board meeting.  

(Continued from page 4) 
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Angel Tr	 wi be up & ready 
for purchasing gifts for our 
VAC families beginning 
Sunday, November 13. 
Grab a tag or two & help  
us make Christmas me&ier  
for 'ose le( fortunate. 
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Partnerships that benefit our beautiful Planet Earth 

Last year Olivet’s Sustainable Living Team offered 
the film Kiss the Ground followed by a zoom 
discussion on regenerative agricultural practices.  
Over the next 5 years, many Missouri farmers will 
be able to put regenerative, climate-smart 
strategies into practice thanks to the University of 
Missouri’s Center for Agroforestry (UMCA) which is 
a key player in two large grants funded by the US 
Dept. of Agriculture’s Climate-Smart Agriculture 
and Forestry Partnership Initiative. 
 
The first is a $25-million, 5-year grant - "An 
Integrated Approach to Scaling-Up Climate-Smart 
Practices for Crop, Livestock, and Agroforestry 
Production" - led by Rob Meyers at MU’s Center for 
Regenerative Agriculture. This project will develop a 
training program about climate-smart agriculture 
(CSA) practices in conjunction with financial 
incentives for agricultural producers who 
implement the CSA practices. It also aims to expand 
climate-smart agriculture markets throughout 
Missouri and serve as a teaching model for other 
states. It’s anticipated that up to 3,000 Missouri 
farmers will be involved in the project over the five-
year period. This USDA award is the largest federal 
research, education and extension grant ever 
awarded to an MU faculty member. 
 
The second is a $64-million, 5-year grant led by The 
Nature Conservancy for Expanding Agroforestry 
Production and Markets for Producer Profitability 
and Climate Stabilization. This project aims to 
advance agroforestry in 38 states across the eastern 
United States and Hawaii and will enable 
landowners to get support to establish tree crops, 
silvopasture, windbreaks and other practices that 
will diversify the landscape and provide a wide 
range of environmental benefits. Funding for the 
Center for Agroforestry, as part of The Nature 
Conservancy grant, will total $2.32 million 
 
See featured articles on the south wall bulletin 
board in Fellowship Hall for news about much 
smaller, yet significant, partnerships: 
1. The Missouri Dept of Conservation and the 

Missouri Botanical Garden (‘Shaw’s Garden’) are 

partnering to find ways to save Mead’s 
milkweed, which is found only in native prairie 
remnants.  Garden scientists have genotyped all 
individual plants in 12 separate populations and 
found a high degree of genetic diversity.  
However, they found that at least 50 plants 
must be flowering at the same time to enable 
the population to successfully reproduce.  
Augmenting plant populations on selected sites 
and coordinating controlled burns to promote 
growth and flowering have been recommended 
to support this threatened species. 

 
2.  The Regal Fritillary Butterfly – “Queen of the 

Prairie” - is found almost exclusively on high 
quality native tallgrass prairie and the 
population has steeply declined due to habitat 
loss.  Dr. Chris Barnhart of Missouri State 
University has developed techniques to breed 
and raise these butterflies in the lab so they 
may be released on select native prairie sites. 

 
3. “An Oasis in the Desert” …. Alix Daniel & 

Cydney Ross at MDC’s Anita B Gorman Nature 
Center in Kansas City maintain a wildflower 
demonstration garden onsite and actively 
promote the use of native plants in home 
landscaping.  Cydney puts it this way: “We have 
created food deserts by having turf grass lawns 
and nonnative shrubs and trees.  They’re just 
not offering the critical food supplies birds and 
butterflies need.”  Adding native plants to our 
landscapes creates an oasis in this ‘desert’.  
Goldfinches flock to coneflowers, goldenrod 
and ironweed – rich seed sources.  Monarchs 
rely on milkweed. Wild bergamot, eastern 
blazing star and aromatic aster provide food 
sources for many other butterflies and critical 
pollinators.  Here at Olivet, aromatic aster is 
currently blooming in the Prayer Garden and in 
the beds in the parking lot.  Purple coneflowers, 
goldenrod, wild bergamot, common milkweed, 
butterfly weed, and eastern blazing star have all 
been added to our landscape along with several 
other native plants. 
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Olivet November Activities & Event 

Tuesday, November 1 
All Saints Day 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, November 2 
6:00 >? Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 >? Choir Rehearsal 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, November 6 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 
9:30 A? Fellowship Time 
9:30 A? Sunday School 
9:30 A? Worship & Wonder 
10:30 A? In-person & Drive-in Worship 
3:00 >?  Worship posted to YouTube 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Monday, November 7 
Polling Equipment Delivered 
12:00 >?  Bible Study (Zoom) 
12:00 >?  Poll Workers Setup  
1:30 >?  Staff Mtg.  
4:30 >?  Loaves & Fishes 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, November 8 
Election Day 
4:30 A? Polling 
6:30 >? Visioning Team Mtg. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, November 9 
Polling Equipment Pickup 
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday, November 11 
Veteran’s Day 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, November 12 
11:00 A? Turner Vemer Memorial Service 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, November 13 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Angel Tree Promotion 
Thanksgiving Offering 
9:30 A? Fellowship Time 
9:30 A? Sunday School 
9:30 A? Worship & Wonder 
10:30 A? In-person & Drive-in Worship 
12:00 >? Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
3:00 >?  Worship posted to YouTube 
5:30 >?  Youth Angel Tree Shopping  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Monday, November 14 
12:00 >? Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 >?  Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Wednesday, November 16 
Newsletter Articles Due 
6:00 >? Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 >? Choir Rehearsal 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, November 20 
Christ the King Sunday 
Angel Tree Promotion 
Thanksgiving Offering 
9:30 A? Fellowship Time 
9:30 A? Sunday School 
9:30 A? Worship & Wonder 
10:30 A? In-person & Drive-in Worship 
3:00 >?  Worship posted to YouTube 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Monday, November 21 
12:00 >? Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 >?  Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
5:30 >?  Program Council Meeting 
7:00 >?  Board Meeting (Zoom) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, November 22 
Newsletters Mailed 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, November 23 
6:00 >? Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 >? Choir Rehearsal 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday, November 24 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
Church Offices Closed 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday, November 25 
Church Offices Closed 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, November 26 
10:00 A? Hanging of the Greens 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, November 27 
1st Sunday of Advent 
Angel Tree Promotion 
9:30 A? Fellowship Time 
9:30 A? Sunday School 
9:30 A? Worship & Wonder 
10:30 A? In-person & Drive-in Worship 
3:00 >?  Worship posted to YouTube 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Monday, November 28 
12:00 >? Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30 >?  Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, November 30 
6:00 >? Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 >? Choir Rehearsal 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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