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* “I
us.””
“I do not understand the mystery of grace - only that it meets us where we are but does not leave us where it found us.
~ Anne Lamott

FROM REV. HANNAH
Hello dear beloveds of God,
As we round out a full year and a half of pandemic
living, I know many of you are feeling weary. You’ve
told me these things: that you’re exhausted from
bearing the burden of the heaviness that seems to
have settled upon us all; that you fear for the world
amidst the constant onslaught of bad news; that
you’re tired, angry, frustrated, sad, so very sad.
In these moments of existential exhaustion, I find
myself retelling the story of God’s grace in the midst
of my life and this community of faith. The bonds of
love and community anchor me in sustaining and
necessary ways. They also spur me into action. God’s
constant presence as evidenced in each of you is,
well, utterly beautiful and holy, and I want to ensure
everyone else can experience the joy I have in living

among you. This means that the always-difficult work
of seeking justice and inviting mercy and creating
spaces for vulnerability and honesty continues to be
ahead of us.
And so, to this end, I share with you this blessing,
offered by 14th century mystic and theologian Julian
of Norwich, as a reminder of what it means to love
and be loved by our Creator God, who is wonderous,
mysterious, and powerful, and yet, who chooses to
reside among the most vulnerable and distressed:

God said not “Thou shalt not be tempested; thou
shalt not be travailed; thou shalt not be dis-eased,”
but God said, “Thou shalt not be overcome.”
May the God who is both storm and shelter bless you
and keep you this day and forever more.

Are you creative (or not) and looking for an
outlet? We have a project for you! We have
the opportunity to create paper lace
banners to adorn our sanctuary for Advent.
Materials and instructions are provided—

we just need someone with patience, time,
and the desire to make our worshipping
space beautiful. Contact Rev. Hannah or
Rev. Coletta if you might be interested or
would like to learn more.

Olivet’s annual Wiener Roast & Hayride is
ON this year! Join us at 5:00 PM on Sunday,
October 24 for an evening of roasting hot
dogs and s’mores, participating in fun
activities, and generally enjoying a nice fall

day with our church friends and family. All
are welcome!
ANNUAL WIENER ROAST
& HAYRIDE

Covid guidelines will be in place—we will
be social distancing and wearing masks
when social distancing is difficult.
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COMMUNITY PARTNER UPDATES

Voluntary Action Center
Each year our Olivet Outreach budget contributes
$1,000 to the VAC FISH Fund for emergency and
basic needs. So far in 2021, they have provided basic
needs to 1,843 individuals in 814 households. Items
include: 350 household cleaning packs, 178 gas
vouchers, 82 photo ID’s, 16 medical co-pays on
medications and 400 feminine hygiene packs. Follows
is one of the life-saving stories:

R. is a client who is diabetic. He and his wife don’t
have any kind of income right now and they called us
because the batteries in his blood sugar monitor died
and they did not have the money to get new ones
that cost $7. This is a critical item for the client’s
health! R’s wife said that they were so grateful for the
assistance since it really could be fatal if R. was not
able to check his blood sugar.

Meals On Wheels
While many of us view 2020 as “less,” for Meals on
Wheels, it was “more.” They served MORE clients and
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The Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering will again
be received on October 3rd. As followers of Christ, we
believe every life is precious and valued in God’s
beloved community; your gifts enable this mission of
creating a just and loving society.

WARM UP
Your Outreach Committee is collecting new
and gently used (clean!) coats, snowsuits,
hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves to get
ready for colder days ahead.

Olivet Christian Church

delivered MORE meals using MORE volunteers.
During these never-before-seen times, Meals on
Wheels has been blessed with a steady stream of 232
brave volunteers giving 11,327 service hours, and
delivering 43,118 meals last year.

From a 90-year old client...”Your organization and
drivers have kept me sane since March 15, 2020! The
Meals on Wheels drivers, postal truck, and garbage
truck passing my home brought a feeling of
normalcy.”
Note: Meals on Wheels was in the Outreach budget
for $800 in 2020, but received a share of the
proceeds of our virtual BBQ instead… $1,039.43 !

Church World Service
In June, our special offering for Tools of Hope and
Blankets raised $1,205. Following is an example of
how those funds are used: 800 Emergency Cleanup
Buckets and 23,610 blankets were delivered to US
areas experiencing disaster; 7,500 hygiene kits and
1,380 school kits were sent to children and families
needing these supplies in the US and around the
world.
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Your generosity supported the Civil Rights Pilgrimage
to Tulsa and Little Rock that Larry Brown, Linda Reed
Brown, Bob Eichenberger and 30+ other Columbia
persons representing a variety of churches joined in
July.

COLUMBIA
Bring them to the church on October 3, 10,
and 17!
Watch for the collection box in Fellowship
Hall!
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WALKING FOR A HEALTHIER WORLD! CROP WALK UPDATES
As of the September 15th
deadline for our October
newsletter, Olivet members
and friends have thus far
generously
contributed
$2,180 to CROP Walk!
Thank you! We have almost
reached our goal of $2,500.
If you have not yet had an opportunity to donate but
would like to do so, you can donate securely on line.
Visit www.crophungerwalk.org/columbiamo. Look up
the Olivet Team and make a donation. Or contact
Linda Reed Brown, our local CROP WALK Treasurer, at
lreedbrown@hotmail.com or 256-0091 to arrange to
make a donation by check. The Top Fundraiser
Trophy will be awarded to the group that raises the
most funds by November 1st.
The Food Pantries in Central Missouri and
Boone County are always in need of assistance.
The list below contains suggestions for
donations. Items donated in the fourth quarter
of 2021 will go to Central Missouri Food
Pantry. Place your items in the Food Pantry
area of the Fellowship Hall.
 Canned tuna/salmon
 Canned chicken/ham/beef/spam
 Canned ravioli/spaghetti w/meatballs
Shelly and I would like to thank Olivet for the cards,
text messages, and emails we’ve received. Also we
appreciate the prayer shawl we received. It has been
a rough year health-wise for us and we appreciate all
the prayers. Thank you.
~ Steve Huffman
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Many thanks to those who have recently worked on
several outdoor projects at Olivet:
preparing the
landscaped beds for fall – weeding, “deadheading”,
cutting back plants as needed.
The outdoor benches were also refurbished: volunteers
disassembled the benches and sanded them to remove
peeling paint. Our youth stained the boards, and the
benches were re-assembled in time for the recent ice
cream social.
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A very special “Thank you” to Olivet’s own Kaitlyn
Hassler who edited the video clips about our local
food agency partners shown in worship in September
and created a 12-minute video posted on YouTube. A
link is posted at www.crophungerwalk.org/
columbiamo
or
go
directly
to:
https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nFnzO8XLeE
Our local CROP WALK food agency partners provide
food and meals to persons in need and other
supplies as available. Church World Service works
with partners around the world to fight hunger,
provide disaster relief, and create practical,
sustainable solutions to poverty.
For 26 years Columbia WALKERS have been part of
the solution.
Thank you!











Canned pork ‘n beans or any beans
Soups
Dried beans
Peanut butter
Beef stew
Boxed pizza w/meat

ALTERNATE
Cereal-rice/oatmeal
Pancake mix and syrup
Corn bread or biscuit mixes
These efforts help make our building and grounds
welcoming and inviting for all.
~Property Committee and Sustainable Living Team
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Olivet Friends,
Thank you so much for your kind and generous
thoughts of comfort for me and my family in our time of
loss. My sister, Joan Bubna, was a wonderful person,
devoted mom, grandma, and sister. She loved, and was
very active in her Disciples church of 35 years, and was a
faithful witness to her Savior. She led a long, productive
life. We are grateful for her life, your prayers, and continue
our grief. Again, thank you all so very much.
~ Bob Eichenberger and Family

October 2021
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OLIVET CHRISTIAN CHURCH BOARD MEETING MEMBERS PRESENT:
Joe Reeder, Dennis Bettenhausen, Kendall Enright,
Barb Fitzgerald, Amanda Durbak, Kim Amiot, Inge
Decker, Chalen Jackson, Tony Keel
OTHERS PRESENT:
Reverend
Hannah
Ryan,
Reverend
Eichenberger, Diane Bartley, Ken Bartley

Coletta

CALL TO ORDER:
Amanda Durbak at 7: 09 PM
Opening Prayer offered by Reverend Hannah Ryan
GOVERNANCE:
The minutes from the June board meeting had been
emailed to the members prior to the meeting. Barb
Fitzgerald moved to accept the minutes as presented.
Second by Kim Amiot. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report:
Dianne Bartley sent out reports via email prior to the
meeting for review. July was a positive month; the
barbeque was included in the month and the second
quarter endowment dividends. The traditional large
fuel expense for the propane for the winter was also
paid in July. Inge Decker moves to approve the report
as presented, second by Chalen Jackson. Motion
passed
Finance Committee Report:
Ken Bartley reported for the Finance Committee. July
was the second best month of the year to this point
for identified giving! The balance sheet has the LPL
brokerage account listed and under current assets is
the unrealized gain/loss based on the June 30th
statement. It is currently a gain of ~$1,300, and has
significantly increased since June 30. The growth fund
has been returning over 16% and the value fund has
been returning ~6%. Last month the board approved
buying more stock if the market was low, however
that did not happen because the market has stayed
high.
MINISTER’S REPORT:
Reverend Ryan:
Reverend Ryan presented a review of her month and
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AUGUST 16, 2021, 7:00 PM

areas she focused on in addition to her regular
pastoral and worship duties.
The Youth Group met on August 15 to stain the
gazebo benches with help from the Property
Committee and Dennis Bettenhausen for doing the
prep and follow-up work and allowing the youth to
learn to care for one of the church’s spaces. The next
Youth Group meeting will move back to Zoom.
The Good Stewards together program will conclude
on the 22 of August. It’s been too hot to gather
outside in the afternoons, but they have had some
wonderful and thoughtful conversations about how
we care for God’s earth, the places that have been
entrusted to us, and one another.
Blessing of the Backpacks will happen on August 22
during worship. Reverend Ryan has luggage tags
made up that will be passed out for people to take
home with them
They will also offer a blessing for the CWS kits that
were put together at our last Good Stewards
Together session.
Reverend Ryan attended a virtual Excellence in
Ministry retreat August 4-6. She also participated in a
CCMA Regional Board listening session on August 11.
She met with her Pastoral Support Committee on
August 9 and continues to meet with the Search
Team as they discern who God is calling to be our
minister.
Reverend Eichenberger:
Reverend Eichenberger continues to share worship
duties with Reverend Ryan. On August 1 she
introduced the Lectio Divina as a form of meditation
and reflection and used the singing bowl, which
received good feedback. Reverend Eichenberger has
been attending weekly bible study and staff meetings
and has been participating in the Good Steward
Together for Outreach. She helped to put together
service kits with the help of Linda Brown. She has met
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

with the Search Team as they are working on lining
up more interviews and has been in contact with Paul
Koch and Ron Routledge who are on the regional
staff to get more names for the Search Team. She
participated with Reverend Ryan on a Zoom meeting
with clergy and City Council member Pat Fowler who
was looking for input from a lot of different
organizations, in particularly faith communities on
recommendations on how to use the 25 million dollar
American Rescue Dollars that have come to the city
of Columbia.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Search and Call Update:
Joe Reeder reported for the Search and Call Team
that although they were very hopeful last month that
they had found a great candidate, it did not pan out.
They are continuing on and have another candidate
coming in the near future and are in the process on
scheduling new candidate Zoom interviews as well as
new profiles to consider thanks to Reverend
Eichenberger’s working with Paul Koch
NEW BUSINESS:
New Board Member Search:
Amanda Durbak reported that the team has some
ideas and is working on recruiting new board
members. There are a lot of people to replace, so this
may be harder than last year.
Security Camera Proposal:
Joe Reeder presented about trash dumping
occurring, trash getting up under the pavilion and
additional trash from outside the church being
thrown in the dumpster. Last Independence day there
was a dumpster fire as well as nails found across the
driveway. He proposed the board considering having
security cameras set up to monitor the perimeter. He
has talked to the finance committee and was told
that it is not in the budget, however there are funds
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available for things like this such as the Vemer fund
which is for ‘non-operable expenses’. Different
security system types have been considered such as
game cameras or systems relying on wireless
internet. The flaws with these system types are that
game camera would be hard to monitor continuously
and the wireless internet cameras need to be charged
regularly.
He
recommends
a
hard
wired
professionally installed security camera system for
the perimeter of the church. Bob Broz and the
Property Committee did some research on these
systems last year and will be a good point of contact
to re-examine the situation. Kim Amiot made a
motion to have the board ask the Property
Committee and Bob Broz to follow up with options
for security systems. Second by Joe Reeder. Motion
passed.
Trash Removal Company:
Reverend Ryan reported that we currently use Waste
Management as our dumpster and trash removal
company. Twice in the last six weeks they have not
picked up the trash. They have sent notes several
days later that they would have to wait until the next
week. We currently pay them $82.57 per month. A-1
quoted us $52/month and T-MAC quoted us $66/
month for the same services we currently receive. A-1
does not currently have dumpsters available, but has
a waiting list. Several board members have good
experiences with T-MAC and have reported them to
be very dependable. A-1 also has good reviews. TMAC is a local business that is easy to deal with and
can provide larger dumpsters if needed. Joe Reeder
made a motion to move to T-MAC for our trash
removal services, second by Dennis Bettenhausen.
Motion passed.
Motion to adjourn by Joe Reeder .
Meeting adjourned at 7:32 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Kendall Enright

October 2021
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DISCIPLES GREEN CHALICE PROGRAM - ADVOCATING FOR GOD’S GOOD CREATION
The Green Chalice program of The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) supports and recognizes
congregations like Olivet that are working to become
more faithful stewards of creation and to encourage
them to expand their current efforts to
“walk more lightly on the earth.”
As climate change accelerates, Green
Chalice is emphasizing steps congregations
and individuals can take toward Carbon
Neutrality, as outlined in Resolution
Concerning Carbon Neutrality, which was
passed at the Disciples General Assembly in
2017. The resolution called for reducing
carbon output with a goal to become
carbon neutral by the year 2030 and climate
positive by 2035, and to do this by:
 Conserving and using energy wisely;
 Substituting clean, renewable energy for
polluting fossil fuels
 Offsetting any energy source we cannot
reduce or replace
 Urging our policy makers to provide
clean energy choices
 Guiding and supporting our churches and our
sisters and brothers as they do the same.
At Olivet programmable thermostats are used
throughout the building and more energy efficient
lighting has been installed. A small portion of our

Olivet Annual Meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, October 17 at 5:00 PM via Zoom.
All reports are due one (1) week before the
meeting in order that they can be collated
and prepared to be sent to church members
in advance of the meeting.

Olivet Christian Church

electricity is purchased through Boone Electric
Cooperative’s wind energy program. Native plants
have been added to our landscape, providing food
sources for caterpillars, native bees, butterflies and
birds. Mulch is used extensively in
landscaped beds to reduce weeds, herbicide
use, and water consumption. Drip irrigation
is used in some of the landscaped beds. The
Sustainable Living Team has scheduled an
upcoming site visit with a University
Extension horticulturalist to consider more
strategies for climate-wise landscaping. The
Team also recently scheduled a visit with a
representative
from
Boone
Electric
Cooperative to determine what additional
strategies might be implemented to
conserve energy.
Learn more about Green Chalice at https://
www.discipleshomemissions.org/missionsadvocacy/green-chalice/green-chaliceprogram/ and sign up for the monthly
Green Chalice newsletter.
“Ours is not the task of fixing the entire world at
once, but of stretching out to mend the part of the
world that is within our reach.”
… Clarissa Pinkola Estes
~Sustainable Living Team

If Zoom is not a choice for you, you have the
option to attend the in-person satellite
group at Olivet. If you wish to attend this
group you must RSVP by October 10 to
either
Rev.
Hannah
at
hfisherryan@gmail.com
or
Becky
at
olivetcc.office@gmail.com.
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OCTOBER OLIVET ACTIVITIES & EVENTS
Sunday, October 3
19th Sunday after Pentecost
Reconciliation Special Offering
World Communion Sunday
10:30 AM In-person & Drive-in Worship
11:30 AM Sustainable Living Team Mtg.
3:00 PM Worship posted to YouTube
3:30 PM Youth Group

Monday, October 18
12:00 PM Bible Study
1:30 PM Staff Mtg.
7:00 PM Board Mtg.

Monday, October 4
12:00 PM Bible Study
1:30 PM Staff Mtg.

Saturday, October 23
Fall Pulled Chicken Event

Wednesday, October 6
7:00 PM Choir
Sunday, October 10
20th Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 AM In-person & Drive-in Worship
3:00 PM Worship posted to YouTube
NO Youth Group
Monday, October 11
Indigenous People’s Day
12:00 PM Bible Study
1:30 PM Staff Mtg.

Wednesday, October 20
Newsletter Articles Due
7:00 PM Choir

Sunday, October 24
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 AM In-person & Drive-in Worship
3:00 PM Worship posted to YouTube
NO Youth Group
5:00 PM Hay Ride & Weiner Roast
Monday, October 25
12:00 PM Bible Study
1:30 PM Staff Mtg.
Wednesday, October 27
Newsletter Mailed
7:00 PM Choir

Wednesday, October 13
7:00 PM Choir
Sunday, October 17
21st Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 AM In-person & Drive-in Worship
3:00 PM Worship posted to YouTube
NO Youth Group
5:00 PM Annual Mtg.

Sunday, October 31
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Halloween
10:30 AM In-person & Drive-in Worship
3:00 PM Worship posted to YouTube
3:30 PM Youth Group

PULLED CHICKEN FUNDRAISER!
Saturday October 23rd will be our
Annual
Pulled
Pork
Fundraiser,
However, this year it will be Pulled
CHICKEN.
Kim Amiot will be the team leader for
the serving Line, Rita Reeder is leading
the baked bean preparation and
organizing the brownie bakers, Angela
Reeder will take care of the coleslaw
and Uless Reeder will lead the pulled
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chicken preparation. We still need
someone to volunteer to chair the
delivery crew.
Many volunteers will be needed! Sign
up sheets are on the bulletin board in
the Fellowship Hall. We will need lots
of delivery people!
Thank you!
Uless ~ 573-823-4346
October 2021
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