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Devotionals, Advent Calendars, and More! 
 
Olivet will have several resources available to help guide 
your spirit this Advent Season. Find them all in the Fellow-
ship Hall on Sundays. Printed daily devotional booklets 
offer scripture, commentary, poetry, art, hymns and re-
flection prompts. A digital e-reader version is available 
upon request. There are daily Advent calendars—one for 
adults and one for children—to help ground you through 
this waiting. And special children’s bulletins will be availa-
ble to help our young people make connections during our  
worship time. 
 

Children’s Program and Party 
Sunday, December 21st | 10:30 AM  

 
Olivet’s children and youth will lead us in worship and 
share anew the holy story of God coming to live among us! 
Join us for their telling of “Room for One More”! A small 
Christmas party will follow.  

What Do You Fear?  
Insisting on Hope this Advent  

 
Advent begins this year on Sunday, November 30th. We 
will again be utilizing resources from our friends at Sanc-
tified Art to help guide us into the new church year. Jesus 
entered a world of oppression, economic disparity, un-
certainty, and instability…which is to say, a world not so 
unlike our own. And yet, scripture tells us again and 
again “Do not fear.” So, this Advent season, we plan to 
take a close look at our very real fears, finding ways to 
acknowledge them, but to not allow them to define us or 
to take away our hope that God is indeed at work in the 
world. 
 
God entered a frightened world to bring good news of 
great joy for all people. May this season will give us the 
strength to hold onto a gritty, resilient, and enduring 
hope. You are invited to join us on the journey. 
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Hanging of the Greens— 
Saturday, November 29th | 10:00 AM  

 
Help us deck the halls and prepare our spaces for the 
Advent seasons! Many hands make light work!  
 

Blue Christmas Service 
Wednesday, December 17th | 6:00 PM 

 
The Blue Christmas service is a contemplative and quiet 
worship experience open to all, but with a special invita-
tion to those who are feeling less than joyful around the 
holidays. This service makes space for difficult emotions 
amidst the cheer and provides an opportunity to name 
those things that make us afraid, sad, lonely, and angry, 
and to hope against hope that God is indeed making all 
things new. This special service will be in person in our 
sanctuary and also streamed online. 
 

Join us on Christmas Eve  
December 24th | 4:00 PM & 8:00 PM  

 
At Olivet, we offer two candlelight Christmas Eve ser-
vices at 4:00 and 8:00 PM. Come sing hymns, hear again 
the story of God-with-us, and share the Light of Christ 
with the world! All are welcome.  



Why I … Serve as a Deacon 
by Mike Alden 

 
  I enjoy serving as a deacon at Olivet as it helps me to 
connect even more with our church, our members and 
our guests. I also have enjoyed working with Garner, Fae 
and Nora Crewell as I am able to “assist” them in a sup-
port role at select services as they are able to learn and 
participate. 
 
I’ve always embraced servant leadership and tried to 
model that throughout my life. We are each called to 
serve others….what a great way to do that by being a 
deacon! 
 
Finally….Marilyn Brown and Bob Broz are great recruiters 
for us as deacons….they are people it’s really hard to say 
no to. 
 
If you would like to serve as a deacon, you can sign up to 
do so on the table in the entryway as your schedule al-
lows. Contact Rev. Hannah if you have questions. 
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Food Generosity Box—November  
 

• 156 meals at Loaves & Fishes on November 3 
• Harbor House was the recipient of our Thanksgiving 

Dinner leftover food 

Good News! 
 
Many thanks to Olivet volunteers who completed a major 
insulation project on October 27th. Using 372 bales, cel-
lulose insulation up to 18”, or R-60, was added to the Fel-
lowship Hall & Sanctuary attics at a cost of approximately 
$4,720. Thanks to our volunteers and the use of a com-
mercial truck-mounted insulation blower provided by 
Chapman Heating and AC, this project was completed for 
only the cost of materials. Special thanks to David Mast 
for arranging the loan of this equipment and serving as 
our ‘Lead Insulator’. Additional volunteers who also 
helped with planning, preparation, and/or on work day 
included Bob Broz, Bob Fry, Ben Amiot, Dennis Betten-
hausen, Allen ‘Frosty’ Frost, Richard Edgar, Pat Fitzger-
ald, and Rod Custer. One of our volunteers generously 
provided lunch, with a friend serving as the ‘pizza runner’. 
 
Boone Electric Cooperative estimates that we will save 
between $600 and $800 annually in energy costs and they 
will also provide a rebate payment for completing this 
energy-saving project. Hopefully we’ll see a reduction in 
propane usage and cost as well. By reducing use of both 
propane and coal-generated electricity, we’ll decease 
our carbon footprint also. Completing this project has 
been a goal for several years. Thank you all! 
 
~Property and Sustainable Living Teams 

Columbia CROP Hunger WALK Updates  
 

As of November 12th, our Columbia 
WALK has raised $23,872.58 toward 
our goal of $30,000 and Olivet mem-
bers and friends have donated 
$3,588.05 toward our goal of $5,000. 
 
With the loss of USAID funds earlier 
this year and the recent loss of SNAP benefits, our sup-
port for the work of Church World Service and our local 
food program partners is more crucial than ever. Thank 
you for your support! 
 

In these challenging times we are truly  
‘BUILDING a BETTER WORLD FOR ALL.’ 

Angel Tree Update 
 

Thank you! The tags on the Angel 
Tree are disappearing! The tables are 
filling with gifts! But, we’re not quite 
done. 
 
Don’t forget! Purchase the gifts on 
the tags you have chosen and return 
them to the church by November 30! 
 
Or, if you don’t want to shop, make a 
financial contribution for an Olivet 
Shopping Elf to do it for you. Put your designated donation 
in the offering box, or a designated donation online. 
 

Warm Bodies, Hands, Heads and Feet  
(and hearts)  

 
THANKS TO YOU, our collection of warm winter clothing in 
October has helped ensure that people in need of warm 
clothing will be able to get some at The Wardrobe.  We 
collected 44 Hats, 50 pairs of socks, 20 pairs of gloves, 42 
scarves, and 87 coats for boys, girls, women and men. 
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OLIVET CHRISTIAN CHURCH BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 20, 2025 @ 7:00 PM 

Present:   
Officers: Karen Broz, Chris Valleroy, John Cunning  
 
Board Members:  Marty Albrecht, Mary Dewey, Carolyn 
Henry, Joyce Mast, Rita Reeder, Justin Walensky  
 
Staff Members: Reverend Hannah Ryan, Reverend Natalie 
Dixon Crewell 
 
Treasurer/Finance: Jason Enright and Ken Bartley  
 
The October 20, 2025 Olivet Church Board Meeting was 
called to order by Vice President Chris Valleroy at 7:07 
pm. Reverend Hannah opened the meeting with a prayer.  
 
The minutes for September 2025 were reviewed. Justin 
Walensky moved that the minutes be approved, Mary 
Dewey seconded the motion, motion passed. 
 
Financial Reports 

The Financial Reports for September 2025 were presented 
by Jason Enright. The Balance Sheet, Cash on Hand Re-
ports, and the Budget vs Actual for September were re-
viewed. Rita Reeder made a motion to approve the finan-
cial report. Marty Albrecht seconded the motion, and it 
passed. 
 

• A request was made to format the reports with larger 
font. 

• The balance sheet needs to be reformatted for better 
accuracy and clarity. 

 

Finance Chairperson, Kenneth Bartley reported for Sep-
tember 2025 
 

• September was a good month financially.   
• Projections indicate that the church should finish 

the year breaking even or possibly in the black. 
 

Minister Reports 

Reverend Natalie Dixon Crewell 

• Took some vacation time this month 
• Met with an event planner from Jefferson City to work 

on who she might send  our way. 
• Met with couple who may want to have their wedding 

at Olivet this coming summer. 
• Participated in the Crop Walk this year. 
• The annual ice cream social was a success 

• Planning is being finalized for the annual wiener 
roast and hayride. 

• The Faith and Solidarity clergy group held a training 
session on community organizing. 

• Held the blessing of the animals early in the month. 
Sham Pooches, a local pet groomer, donated gift 
bags for the event.  May want to consider a different 
date for this event next year. 

• Spent time on planning for the 2026 budget, and the 
annual meeting. 

 

Reverend Hannah Ryan 

• Concluded the faith and human sexuality class the 
first Sunday this month.  The question box will con-
tinue to be available. 

• Currently writing the Christmas play.  Preparing for 
children to act out the play. 

• Planning a sermon series on stewardship    
• Planning for Advent 
• The new visioning team met in early October 
• Attended a community coordinating training 
• Olivet hosted the Mid America Regional Board rural 

ministry network meeting 
• Participated in the ordination of a new minister at the 

Millersburg Christian Church 
 
Unfinished Business 
No unfinished business 
 
New Business  
No new business  
 
The board meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm. 
 
Submitted by John Cunning 
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Choir to Present “I Hear the Prophet Callin’’ 
in Worship December 14th  

 
Olivet’s Chancel Choir is excited to share the Christmas 
story in song during worship on December 14th. With 
drums, numerous soloists and a special narrator, the pro-
gram has something for everyone! 
 
We’ll also share in lighting the Advent candles, prayer in 
community, Scripture, Holy Communion, and will end the 
service with one of our most beloved Christmas carols. 
Make plans now to join us, and bring a friend! 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

It Takes a Village to Do Thanksgiving Dinner- 
and “Olivet Village” Made It Happen, Again, 

Deliciously 
 
Your Outreach Team – with all our hearts – sends warm 
THANKS  to all of you who made possible the delicious 
meal shared by approximately 100 friends and neigh-
bors, including some carry-out meals for some who 
could not attend in person. 
 
The work actually starts a few days before, when 8 per-
sons carried frozen turkeys home to their own kitchen to 
thaw, bake, carve and bring back ready to eat.  The Out-
reach Team members, joined by half a dozen other vol-
unteers, prep a lot of the food on Saturday and arrive ear-
ly on Sunday to finish the cooking and baking.  Janis and 
Ronnie McCray and Outreach Team members set up 
chairs, tables and décor.  You-all bring the desserts that 
round-out the meal.  Then more than a dozen wash dish-
es, clean tables, take care of left-over food, put away 
tables, and so much more.  And finally you share your 
wealth and appreciation by giving to cover the expenses 
and aid in purchasing poinsettias and grocery gift cards 
for our adopted VAC families. There is an abundance of 
thanks in Thanksgiving. 

 

Notes of Thanks 
 

Dearest Olivet, 
 
I am so grateful for you. Thank you for the notes, gifts, 
and thoughtful words you shared with us for Pastor Ap-
preciation Month. You remind me daily that this is a 
community of warm welcome and profound love and 
that the work that we get to do together is deeply mean-
ingful and has a real impact on those we encounter. I 
am grateful to be on this journey with you. 
 
Hannah 
 
 
Beloved Olivet Friends, 
 
Your generous hearts are so appreciated! Serving as 
your pastor is a true joy and you never fail to amaze me 
with your kind words and abundant love. Thank you for 
the lovely gift during Pastor Appreciation Month.  
 
With Love,  
 
Rev. Natalie 

January Edition Deadline CHANGE 
 

The deadline for submitting articles to the January edition 
of the OCN will be WEDNESDAY December 31st. Your 
newsletter will arrive the first week of January. Thank you 
for your flexibility! 
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Winter Weather Policy 
 
It’s time to remind our church family of Olivet’s winter 
weather policy regarding office or service closures: The 
office will follow Columbia Public Schools’ weather clo-
sures, and staff will work remotely on these days. If Sun-
day services must be canceled, the decision will be made 
with as much advance notice as possible. 
 
Closures and cancellations will be posted on KOMU and 
KRCG TV as well as the church’s Facebook page. All clo-
sure decisions will be made in consideration of the well-
being of our congregants and staff; all onsite events will 
be canceled or postponed when the building is closed. 
 
 We want you to stay safe this winter! 

CERVINKA FUND + 
 
Have you been wondering what OCC is doing to support 
families cut-off from their SNAP funds or income because 
of the government shut-down?  Well, just because the 
shut-down is over and some SNAP funding has been re-
stored, HUNGER IN OUR COMMUNITY IS NOT OVER. 
 
In 2023, the legacy of our own dear Fred and Mary Cervin-
ka became real when a bequest was received from their 
estate.  Now, 2 years later, Olivet is participating in an 
effort by a group of ecumenical clergy to get groceries or 
funds for groceries into the hands of families.  We are 
sending $1,250 of the interest received on the Cervinka 
Permanent Fund via Hannah and Natalie’s participation.  
Fred and Mary live on through their belief in the Outreach 
of Olivet. 
 
ALSO, several of our members have been making individ-
ual contributions to food programs either directly or thru 
our own treasury.  ALSO, our donations to the CROP Walk 
AND our every Sunday collection of food in the Fellowship 
Hall help fill shelves at local food pantries.  Thanks to all 
for your caring in this troubling time. 
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Monday, December 1 
12:00PM Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30PM  Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
4:00PM Loaves & Fishes 
 
Tuesday, December 2 
10:00AM Grief Support Group 
 
Wednesday, December 3 
6:30PM Chime Choir  
7:00PM Choir  
 
Sunday, December 7 
2ND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
9:30AM JYF Sunday School / Worship & Wonder 
9:30AM Fellowship Time 
10:30AM Worship  
 
Monday, December 8 
12:00PM Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30PM Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, December 10 
6:30PM Chime Choir 
7:00PM Choir  
 
Sunday, December 14 
3RD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
Cantata Sunday 
9:30AM JYF Sunday School / Worship & Wonder 
9:30AM Fellowship Time 
10:30AM Worship  
 
Monday, December 15 
12:00PM Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30PM Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
7:00PM Board Meeting (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, December 16 
10:00AM Grief Support Group 
 
Wednesday, December 17 
Newsletter Articles Due 
6:00PM Blue Christmas service  
7:00PM Chimes  
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, December 21 
4TH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
Children / Youth program and party 
9:30AM NO JYF Sunday School / Worship & Wonder 
9:30AM Fellowship Time 
10:30AM Worship  
 
Monday, December 22 
12:00PM Bible Study (Zoom) 
1:30PM Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, December 24 
4:00pm - Christmas Eve service 
8:00pm - Christmas Eve service 
 
Thursday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
Church Office closed 
 
Sunday, December 28 
1ST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY 
9:30AM NO JYF Sunday School / Worship & Wonder 
9:30AM Fellowship Time 
10:30AM Worship  
 
 Monday, December 29 
12:00PM NO Bible Study  
1:30PM NO Staff Meeting  
 
Tuesday, December 30 
10:00AM NO Grief Support Group 
 
Wednesday, December 31 
New Year’s Eve 
6:30PM NO Chime Choir 
7:00PM NO Choir  
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Articles for the Olivet Connections Newsletter 
must be received  

by the 3rd Wednesday of each month,  
and will be edited for clarity and/or brevity.  

 
The Church Office is open 8:30AM - 4:30PM  

Monday through Thursday. 

ADDRESS: 
1991 S OLIVET RD 
COLUMBIA MO  65201 
 

OFFICE PHONE:  
573.442.0336 

 

EMAIL:  
office@olivetchristian.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 
8:30AM to 4:30PM M-TH 

 

WEB:  
www.olivetchristian.org 
 

FACEBOOK:  
www.Facebook.com/
 OlivetChristianChurch 
www.Facebook.com/
 olivetchristianevents 

 

CALENDAR: 
https://www.olivetchristian.org/
 calendar  

 

INSTAGRAM: 
@olivetchristianchurchcomo 
@olivetevents 

 

STAFF: 
Rev. Hannah Ryan 
Co-Minister 

  

Rev. Natalie Dixon Crewell 
Co-Minister 
 

Adriene Floyd 
Administrative Office Coordinator 
Worship Arts Supervisor 
 

Angie Carlson 
Pianist 


